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Oct. 20-22 is Washington

Addresses
Now on
Computer

This issue of Echoes has been
delayed because we have been
“tooling up’’ to get all of our addresses
on a computer. That has now been
completed--and we hope a high
percentage are correct.

But we would encourage you 1o
correct this mailing label, if it is in error
by filling out the coupon in this issue.
We have considerable information in
the computer on gach of the more than
1,050 names we now have but yours
may not be filed out. Please help us
with this data.

Now that we have the names on the
computer, and can get mailing labels
out, the information should stay
constant. We have lost names from
our list, and been unable to keep
corrections constant because there has
been so much handwork involved.
Mailing labels have been typed for
sach issue and this has been time
consuming and led to many
inaccuracies. The biennial retyping of
the “known’" list, working from half a
dozen sources has also induced many
Errors. -

We hope thisis now licked, and urge
you to bear with us in this final round
of corrections. The computer will also
permit us to keep up 1o date on
addresses more easily than has been
possible in the past. We are adding

names weekly, and hope that you will
take the time to help us.

Qur search list has shrunk
somewhat, but we can stand to have it
enlarged. Look through newspaper
clippings, address books. Christmas
card lists. All of these are sources for
More Names,

You can help us by locking in your
own area. We will be happy to provide
you with a search list for your city,
state, area, or whatever. Contact Bill
Collins or Russ Strong, aend they will
help you with the search. We have
combed through much of the Eastern
U. 5., but still need a lot of work west
of the Mississippi, with special em-
phasis on California and Texas.

Texas. \

What is the potential? No one
knows. There were probably about
10,000 men who served with the 306th.
Unfortunately, many are now
deceased, but there must be 6,000 or
more still living,

T ES

The first officlal transfer of an RAF station to the U. S. Army Air Corps occurred 9 De-
cember 1942, as the American flag was raised at noon at Thurleigh, Station L.

Thurleigh Today

Many of you who . 2minisce about those 'Good Old Days™ at Thurleigh, of
huddling up to a pot-bellied stove roasting ones face whilst icy droughts blow
across your back: of freezing fog and squelching mud, of crazy cycle rides
down to the “Jackal’* or the “Falcon’” and of the heartfelt relief as the wheels
screeched safely onto the runway at the end of another mission, must often
wonder what has become of the old place, or even whether it still exists,

Yes, the base is still there afthough it is so changed that very little of Station
Il can be recognized. Many World War Two airfields, both RAF and
American, were dismantled, the runways dug up and used for hardcore and
the land returned to farming, but not so in the case of Thurleigh.

Long before the last Gl moved out of the base at the end of 1945, the field
had been earmarked to be developed into the most advanced aviation research
centre in Europe. Aircraft bigger and heavier than anything before were
visualised and a field had to be built to enable experimental flying to be carried
out. To this end, a gigantic runway twice the width of anything seen in WW2
was to be constructed, extending right back across country to the nearby
airfield of Little Staughton, a full five miles in length. This runway was never
completed to its full length due to chages in ideas concerning aircraft
development, but even in its shortened form it has cut right through what was
the flightlines, and the HQ area; the original Control Tower, if it has been
allowed to remain, would have stood squarely in the middle of the runway
halfway along its length!

Most of the original buildings have long since been dismantled and many
new hangers and office blocks erected on the North and West edges of the
field.

About all of the original field recognisable to a returning veteran would be
the Red Cross Aero Club, a part of the Enlisted Men's Mess, the 'Eager
Beaver” Squadron Office, the old main runway and the North-South runway
which are still in use, and the old 40th Combat Wing HQ which is now
reconstructed as an RAF Officers Mess. Two of the old hangers are still hers
but they have been moved from their original positions and will only confuse
people trying to get their bearings from them.

A handful of derelict huts still standing on the 423rd living site just about
completes the picture. The Thurleigh-Keysoe road now detours a good mile
and a half round the end of the new big runway thus confusing those people
who in the past have gone badk to Thurleigh and started walking down the
road from the Chapel looking for the base!

Remember that “First’” might well have been the motto of the 306th,
recalling the early times when many of the things first done by the GIrDUD
became S.0.P., together with the claim of *'First Over Germany', it 1.?.r|ll be

pleasing to you 1O leam that under the name of the “Royal Aircraft
Establishment” the field carries on with this tradition! |t was here that
{turn to page 8)

DR. THURMAN SHULLER

OK 74501

306th Bombardment Group Association

Reunion

Washington is the place, and Oct. 21
and 22 are the dates for the fourth
annual reunion of the 306th
Bombardment Group.

Some have followed from Miami
Beach to Dayton to St. Louis, and we
expect to see them again in
Washington. Also, we expect a great
deal many more than showed up last
year to make this the biggest and best
30Bth reunion ever.

In each of the preceeding years the
306th has had the largest delegation of
any Eight Air Force group at this
convention. | The 8th also participates!)
This has caused some discomfiture on
the part of weterans of other
organizations. But, we don't expect
that to deter anyone from the 306th ,
and Bill Collins is planning to greet the
largest group yet.

The convention will headguarter at
the Park Sheraton Hotel, out
Connecticut  Avenue. A  306th
Hospitality Room has already been
paid for, and that is where everyone
will gather.

Elsewhere in this issue of Echoes
you will find more general information,
and a reservation form.

There remains one major question.
Do members of the 306th want a
banquet of their own Friday
evening? If you so incline, get a
message off to Bill Collins at once. I
enough are interested, he'll set the
machinery in motion.

See you in Washington in October!

Collins Reports
On Past Year

We had the biggest year of all in
1977. We added ramuos to the maiing
list, found lost members, answered
more correspondence and brought
more members together than we
dreamed of in just three years.

Cooperation has been fantastic and
genuine, Every year has shown an
increase in the number of members
showing up for the reunions.

We expect Washington, DC, to be
the biggest yet. We will have a wall-
stocked Hospitality Room again,
thanks to the generosity of all. 306th
will be NUMBER OME again. Make
reservations early, the Hotel will fill up
and some will have to stay elsewhere,
Also, the Banquet can only handle the
capacity of the facility,

If you live in the Washington area,
be sure to visit the Hospitality Room, if
you are not staying at the Hotel. If you
didn’t get a reservation form, use the

{turn to page 5)



Search List
Still Can Use
YOUR Help-

Onge we had over a thousand names
on our search list. That is now down to
800.

With the concerted work of Bill
Collins, Field McChesney, Ralph
Zimmearman, Melvin Lundberg and the
editor, we hope to reduce it further,

What we need are two things:

1} Maore names, with WWII
hometowns, t0 search for. We have
not yet uncovered any records that
have |hese, except for those lists which
indiviiuals have come up with. Have
yvou checked your old address books,
newspaper clippings etc., for names? If
not, do so, and send them to Collins or
Strong.

20 Help from widespread members
of the 306th who are willing to do some
searching in their own city, area or
state. On-site work can often quickly
get data.

The efforts of the above have
stretched the deceased list, as well as
locating others. But there are many we
can document as living whom we
cannot locate.

If you have a WATS available now
and then, you can help.

You can do some searching on your
own. Start with your own crew, or the
rmen in your barracks, or the men in
your shop or office. They will be happy
to hear from you, and happy to learn
something about the 306th todav.

Obituaries

Abney, Harold A. 1 Jan 71
Antonelli, Daniel J. 367th, 6 Jun 68
Babel, Rudolph M 367th, 1975
Benton, Coleman B, 449th, 1968
Bollerup, Keith 423rd
Enos, Immanuel J. 368th, 1970
Galvin, Daniel J. 368th, 9 Sep 57
Gardon, Benjamin 369th, 1967
Hartsell, Louis B. GpHa, 17 Feb 61
Humphrey, Watts 5. GpHg, 19 Sep 68
Kemp, Raymond D, 368th, 1 Jan 66
Kenney, Raymond F. 1208th, 1950
Ketchie, Charles 368th, 19 Jun 77
Latchford, John A. 369th, 5 Nov 75
Lewis, Boylston B. 369th, Nov 48
Milbour, Arthur L. 367th, 22 Nov 75
Mullen, Vincent T, 368th, 1977
Morris, Raymond L. 369th, 6 Dec 76
Pleasant, William L. 367th, Oct 7%
Shacklett, Jack H. 368th, Feb 76
Stedina, Andrew, 367th, 7 Feb 78
Trenary, Richard W. 423rd, 1975
Tronzo, Richard ). 368th, 6 Sep 73
Tunnell, Earl C. 367th, Dec 53
Van Drew, Roy A. 369th
Vinnedge, Roy A. 369th, 16 May 64
\Weseloh, Eldo C. 423rd, 8 Dec 71
Whiteman, Harold 367th
Wick, Walter R. 423rd, 2 Mar 71
Woods, Robert E, 369th
Wright, John B. GpHq, 22 Oct 74

|
Baker, Archie M. 368th, 6 Oct 70
Barnforth, Leon L. 423rd, 30 Jul 44
Bartiett, John A. Jr. 423rd, 13 Feb. 74
Counts, Charles M. 423rd, 1 Sep 50
Conger, Robert W. 367th, 25 Jul 45
Durfes, Lamont J. 367th, Dec 53
Feltz, Glenn L. 367th, 11 May 63
Glass, Wiley W. GpHg, 19 Jan 71
Hall, Kerneth J. 423rd, 27 Jul 69
Owen, Shubel J. 423rd, 26 Aug 67
Raster, Perry E. 367th, 1976
Rogers, Harold E 36%th, 1 Jul 44
Sory, William B. 445th, 13 Jun 64
Thomton, James H. 423rd. 15 Mar 73
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12 Minutes of Combat
December 20, 1942

Casey’s Crew
Downs Seven

A press handout from the European
Theater, dated MNovember 27, 1942,
reported:

“Details of an hour's battle over the
Bay of Biscay in which a single flight of
United States Army Flying Fortresses
destroyed nine German fighter planes
was made public today by
headquarters, Eighth Air Force. One
Fort 2ane accounted for seven of the
engimy aircraft.’”

Dnz For alone accounted for seven-
-that was Casey. First Lieutenant
Williar J. Casey is five feet seven and
a half inches of pilot, topped off with a
broad smile when he is happy. And he
is happy most of the time.

He was happy that bleak Novemnber
day as he taxied his giant plane down
the runway and took off for the target
of the submarine nest at Saint-Nazaire.
The U-boat bases at Brest, Lonent
and Saint-MNazaire are guarded by
swarms of Focke-Wulfs with their
nosas painted yellow to wam the
bormbers that they are flown by the
ioughest fighting men in the
Luftwaffe, the ‘‘Abbeville Kids"--so
named by First Wing because they are
based at Abbeville. .

The bombers accomplished their
work over the target before the Kids
arrived that day, but the yvellow-nosed
fighters snapped hungrily at the
Fortresses as they made off over the
Bay of Biscay. The fight lasted for an
hour, with the daring Focke-\Wulfs

boring in as close as 50 yards to deliver
their 20-mm. shells.

For Casey and his crew the action
lasted only 12 minutes, but in that
flickering space his gunners knocked
down seven Jerries.

The battle began with a single
Focke-\Wulf steaming in from dead
ahead, sweeping below the Fortress
beneath the tail-gunner’'s post and
high-tailing it for a new position from
which to launch a fresh attack.
Sergeant Perley D. Small, Casey's
“tail-end Charley,” caught him full in
his ring sights. The Focke-Wulf came
apart, the pilot opening his chute as he
fell.

Then action flared like a freshly fed
gas fire. As the first Focke-Wulf fell
apart, another Nazi drove in toward the
tail, from four o’clock. The starboard-
waist gunner, Staff Sergeant Reginald
G. Harris nailed him with a single
vigious burst, The Focke-Wulf dived
into the sea.

Siz more of Goering's bast triec &
simultaneous swoop. The first, coming
from below at three o'clock, took the
tracers of the ball-turret gunner,
Sergeant Joe Bowles and the fighter
exploded, falling in pieces through the
sunlight ito the sea. At the same
moment, Staff Sergeant Wilson Elliott
brought down the second plane in
flames. Only a split second' later,
Gunner Hsrris raised his bag to two by
forcing the pilot of another Focke-Wulf
to bail out. From the ball turret, busy
Joe Bowles got in another burst at an
attacker coming from below and that
plane distintegrated, The seventh
victim fell to the guns of Staff
Sergeant Allan F. Meaux, the port-
waist gunner, who saw the plane
diappear into the sea in a cloud of
spray and steam. The lone survivor of
the MNazi formation left without
attacking.
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Casey’'s own log, kept while the
action was flashing to its climax--an
official record of the Eighth Air Foree--
summarizes the battle in this laconic
fashion:

*“1:28 P.M.--Enemy aircraft attacked
from below. As he passed, tail gunner
fired,

#'1:28 P.M.--Enemy aircraft attacked
from below. As he passed, tail gunner
fired, hitting the tail and as the FW190
turned, he got a spray of bullets in the
nose. Heavy black smoke came out
and the plane disintegrated. One wheel
seen to fly through air and pilot to bail
out.

1:34 P.M.--Enemy aircraft came in
from below. Right-waist gunner fired
steadily from medium range. At 200
yards the FW190 fell out of control. It
was seen to hit the sea.

“1:35 P.M.--FW190 attacked from
the rear, coming up from below. Ball-
turret gunner fired first, hitting the
enemy aircraft at 100 yards. At 50
yards, bullets entered the motor and
the fighter plane burst into flame and
broke into pieces. Crew doubts if pilot
could have bailed out.

*1:36 P.M.--Enemy fighter came in
from above, attacking from the
direction of the right front of the
Fortress. Top-turrett gunner fired,
hitting the enemy aircraft at long
range. At 200 yards the plane peeled
off in smoke and flames, then broke
into pieces after tracer bullets were
seen+th enter the engine.

“1:38 P.M.--FW180 came in from
front right above, out of the sun. Right-
waist gunner fired at medium range. At
200 yards the plane was hit in the nose,
began smoking heavily and pilot bailed
out.

*1:39 P.M.--Enemy aircraft attacked
from below, zooming up at the ball-
turret gunner, who fired, seeing tracers
go into the engine and through the
cockpit. The aircraft disintegrated and
was seen to fall into the water.

*1:40 P.M.—Enemy aircraft came in
right front from abowve. As it came
over, left-waist gunner fired, hitting
plane as it was receding. Enemy
aircraft fell out of control at about
1,000 yards and was seen by ball-turret
gunner to hit the sea.”

Mo wonder Casey was happy. Seven
down in 12 minutes and each one
confirmed by the First Wing yardstick.

This selection was taken from the
book, First of the Many.

Collins Report rompage 1

aone reproduced i this issue of
ECHOES OR WRITE ME, We don't
want to miss anyone.

FINANCE REPORT: Covers the
period 1 January 77 to 5 April 78.
Balance 1 Jan. 77 - 2427.00. Donations
- $1,853.00. Printing Expenses for
ECHOES, paper etc - $681.80. Postage
Stamps, mailing - $267.77. 5t. Louis
Hospitality Room - 518
.00. Donation to FOTE in Bedford -
£25.00. Bar Stock, 5t. Louis Hospitality
Room - $187.95 Balance on Hand -
$812.98.

SHORT BURSTS: Went to
Thurleigh last August. The FOTE
organization there is so gracious to
306ers. Be sure to contact them if you
go to England. They would like to erect
a Memarial at the entrance of the Base
and estimate they need around $400
for a project. They will do the labor and
footwork. MNeed an appropriate
memaorial from somewhere or
S0mMeone.

Thanks to all. See you in
Washington.

Bill Collins.



EM Jobs Many
And Varied,
Roster Shows

A recently uncovered roster of
enlisted men in the 36%th Squadron is
interesting in revealing the kinds of job
specialties that it took in a bomber
squadron. This roster is dated 1 July
1942, and is probably not completely
definitive for the 306th, especially as
time and equipment changed and more
specialties were added.

A similar roster has been found for
the 367th, and if anyone has one for
the 363th or 423rd, please send a copy
along to Buss Strong.

The duty classifications, in no
special srder, were;

Section chief-armorer, first sergeant,
line chief, a-c inspector, clerk,
parachute rigger, sergeant major,
supply sergeant, a-c mechanic,
armaorer inspector, aerial engineer,
bomb sight maintenance, radio section
chief, fiight chief, mess sergeant, radio

operator. ;

Technical supply sergeant,
electrician, aircraft engineer, duty
sergeant, clerk, gunner, career gunner,
propeller specialist, power turret
specialist, cook, armorer, chemical
warfare, electrical inspector,
transportation,

Cook’s helper, teletype operator,
basic mechanic, telephone operator,
radic mechanic, instrument specialist,
super-charger, duty corporal, photo
technician, chauffeur, painter, truck

driver, basic armament, carpenter,

metal worker, tractor driver.

Meat cutter, orderly, telephone
lineman, painter, armament, telstype
maintenance, drafisman, welder,

medic, ordnance chief, munitions:
worker,

It would also appear from the roster
that the group began with men of all
levels of competence, from the
experienced section chiefs down to
men who were evidently receiving
basic training in a specialty, or were
students in a craft.

17 Reminisce
In Chicago

Seventeen veterans of the 306th
gathered for dinner and an evening of
reminiscing March 18 in downtown
Chicago, reports Robert Starzynski.

Others included Edgar Rommeiss,
Balph Bordner, Ed Leahy, Sam Smith,
Cliff Evans, Robert Williams, William
Barton, John Polich, Charles Levy,
Fton Rabe, Francis White, Donald
Piym, Karl Madsen, Joe Bischof,
Charles Kester and Edward Ronczy.

Many were also accompanied by
their wives.

B-17 in Aircraft
‘Hall of Fame’

Last September, the editors of
FLYING magazine decided to live
dangerously, and published a list of 27
planes in their Aircraft Hall of Fame.

Right in among them, numbered 3,
was a B-17F.

We don't know if this included the G
model or not, the only two models
flown by the 306th in combat. (Some
E's got to England with other groups,
but were soon replaced by the newer
F's.)

And the G model made its first
appearance at Thurleigh in October of
1943. F's, however, were still being
flown into the spring of 1944,
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306th Combat Crew Captain’s Handbook

Dr. Doug Schrack, onetime 423rd pilot, found in his files the ac-
companying “*Combat Crew Captain’s Handbook'’, part of which is
used helow. 1¥'s one of those things that kind of takes you back, and
the editor thought you might enjoy a look at it.

General: It is doubtful that if ever in the history of civilization individuals of
our age and background have carried responsibilities so heavy as that of a
combat crew Captain. You are the representative of one of the proudest
Governments in the world and as such you are its most important means of
carrying this war to the heart of the enemy and preventing the devastation of
our own homeland. You are charged directly with the lives of nine (9)
individuals besides your own. (It takes some twenty (20) years to grow a man -
_ an airplane can be built in a few months.) You are charged with the operation
of aimost one-half million dollars worth of invaluable Gove:nment equipment.
Your airplane is one of the most highly technical and infinitely complicated
instruments of warfare ever conceived by man. Whether it operates effectively
or whether you needlessly sacrifice the lives of your crew and t!1a efforts of our
workmen on the home front depends entirely upon your technical ability, your
flying skill, your good judgment, and your attention to minute details.

(b) Your Crew: You must be a mother, brother and father cu.nfessnr to your
crew. It is up to you to see that each member of your crew is properly fed,
clothed, trained, given the proper amount of ra-laxatiﬂr] aridr kept thoroughly fit
for combat. It is also up to you to see that each mdrwdtli:f:l cnmba‘:t crew
member keeps his combat equipment in the vlen,r best condition possible, his

d reports on time to the proper place.
Qutr;s} c‘llfiaur:, -;i;l;' Pilgt: Your Co-Pilot is a pﬂtt’:ﬂtiai c?ml?at crew captain a:_1d
flight commander. If he isn’t we don’t want him. Train him as _such. w!aka h;:n
inderstudy you in everything you do. Put as rm*mh res.pcraTs:bllltv on him z:jsl ‘E;
-an carry efficiently. His graduation to the pilot’s seat will come very rapialy i

oper stuff. 1
m{gfs‘;zjrpl:laﬁrigamr is more important in this theater of war than he was
juring the training program. He is your brains and he also mans one of the

i i hat he can navigate by pilotage,

i rtant guns in the airplane. See t , :

;"Gﬁdt I:T:Tcgn:ag ?adio aids and by celestial objects butlh b:n_.r d;_w anp‘ by night

33 'nrau condit}uns of visibility. Make him feel that his job is highly important,

i:'r-;n::;::l navigators are hard 10 find. If you have a good one he will get a pro-
El

rotion shortly. :
{3} Your Bombardier mu

pist man a very Fmpﬂrtanlt
etermine

st learn a new technique of AFCE_ bombing. He
gun position. At times he must navigate. He must

28 ind directi ity. His job is highly
the wind direction and velocity H
arn to accurately d

technical and the instruments he uses are among the most complicated in
existence. It is a good idea to make him your airplane Armament Officer.

{4) Your top turret gunner is no longer someone who transfers gas for you
and calls off the air speed when you land. He is probably the single most
important individual in the defense of your airplane. If your airplane is
damaged he will help more than any other individual to get you home. He is
also the engineer on the ground who keeps you continually informed of the
status of all equipment in your airplane. ;

(5] Your Radio Operator has a highly important job to perform. He can bring
you home when other methads of navigation fail. He can call for help when
you need it. He is in a central position in the airplane and can move about more
readily than any other combat crew member when it becomes necessary to
take care of wounded or to make emergency repairs on equipment. Some day
the effective fire from his gun will keep the enemy from dropping a bomb in
your radio hatch. He is also responsibile for the maintenance and operation of
every item of radio equipment in your airplane.

{6) Your Ball Turret Gunner occupies a cold, uncomfortable and dangerous
position. Yet, you will find that he generally fires more ammunition in comoat
than any other gun position. He must be a good gunner and he must have a
fighting heart. It is also well to charge him with the responsibility of seeing that
all emergency equipment is properly installed and in good operation, This
means oxygen properly serviced, walk around and bail out bottles in the
proper place, life rafts, emergency radio in position and properly serviced, first
aid kits, fire extinguishers and spare oxygen masks all in place when they are
neaded.

{7} Your Waist Gunners: One of them will be your assistant engineerand the
other will probably be your assistant radio operator. See that they perfarm
these functions in addition to manning their guns.

{8) Your Tail Gunner is, in addition to covering an important area in your
defense, the eyes in the back of your head, He tells you how the formation
behind you is disposed. He tells you when to take evasive action when flak
hursts start closing in. He tells you when people are in trouble and he generally
sees more than any other combat crew member. Tell him all you know about
flying, about formations, about tactics so that in addition to being a gunner he
will be a tactical advisor. It is a good idea to make him your airplane chief.

{(b) We know that all of your crew members were not properly trained to do
all the things that we have found it necessary for them to do. \We know your
gunners aren't artists, that your navigators and bombardiers need more
training. We know that your radio operators are probably bewildered at the



complexity of the communications procedure in this theatre. We have all sorts
of training devices and we run classes continually. It is up to you to tell your
operations officer of the type of training each individual needs and then to see
that he goes to the classes and benefits by them when there is a schedule.
That's a little enough to ask when it will probably save your life.

(e} Your airplane will probably need & lot of going over before it is ready for
combat. There are a lot of tricks about the operation of equipment in the
extreme cold of high altitude which your crew chief and your flght commander
will tell you. This will get your superchargers-to functioning properly, your
heater, guns and turrets to working when you need them, your bomb doors to
open and close, and to keep your crew members from coming down with
frozen hands and toes. Listen to them because they know what they are
talking about. But in addition to having all of your equipment functioning
properly at high altitude there are a great many other things that you must do.
Unless you take an interest in the cleanliness and state of maintenance of your
airplane your ground crew will become lax and one day you will have
equipment faillure in a most embarassing situation. Your AFCE must be
working properly, your radio compass must be calibrated, Your compasses
must be swung and properly installed. Your airspeed indicators must be

An Invitation to Thurleigh

Procurement Executive
Ministrv of Defence
Roval Aircraft Establishment

Dear Sirs:

I am currently the Officer Commanding Flying Wing at Thurleigh, the
wartime base of the 306th in England, and | should like to take this opportunity
to extend a very cordial invitation to any ex-members of the 206th to visit
Thurleigh again if they ever happen to be in the UK.

Although there have been many changes at Thurleigh, several of the old
buildings are still there, and the main southwest/northeast runway is still in
use. | am told that the Bedfordshire countryside has changed very little, and,
of course, English beer is still the same. It may be of interest to you that since
the early 1950s the airfield has been a research establishment closely involved
i, amongst other things, the development of the Concorde, the vertical take
off and landing Harrier aircraft, and automatic Blind Landing systems.

We would be delighted to make arrangements for anyone who cares to take
up the invitation, and it would help them to find us if you could publicize our
address and telephone number.

Yours sincerely,

Wing Commander HW.J Riag

Bedford MK41 6Ae

Texlex 82117

Telephone Bedford (STD 0234) 55234) 55241 ext. 8.415

Th UTIEIgh TGdEY (from page 1)

Automatic Landing in fog was brought to fruition, something which would
have been more than welcomed on the base in ‘42-'45, | imagine.

Another “First” was the *'Flying Bedstead'' - the experimental vertical take-
off aircraft from which the “‘Harrier’”” VTOL was developed. Members of the
368th Squadron might like to know it was from one of their old revetments
that these experiments were carried out. Another ““First” in which Thurleigh is
proud to have had a hand is “Concorde”, much of the early experimental
flying for that aircraft being carried out from here.

Before ending this article however, | must tell you of one thing left behind by
the 306th BG which has remained in as good a condition as it was in those
distant days when B-17s roared over the countryside . . . that is the goodwill,
the fond memories and the great respect that is hold for members of the
Group by the people who live in Thurleigh and the surrounding villages. Evenif
every part of the base crumbled to dust, those memories would remain warm
and clear in the hearts of all who knew “Them Yanks"!

—Keith Paull.

information Questionnaire

Ve are now on a computer with pur computer for future research use.
addresses. This should help greatly in Unfortunately, we do not have all of
keeping the list straight and in order. the data for everyone. The coupon
Whenever we have tried to add to the below lists what we have put in, when
list, names have been inadvertently available.
dropped. But we hope those days are It would help greatly if you would fill
gone. out the enclosed form and return it to

In addition to addresses, we have Russell A. Strong — Rt. 1, Turmpike Rd-
pumped some other data into the -Laurinburg, NC 28352

Name__

Street Address »
City, State, Zip.___

Sduadion Serial No, __ Job {MOS)
Dateof Arrival __ Dateof Depature _

Special Assignments d =
Present Title {Gen., Col., Sgt., Dr., Atty., etc.)
Decorations (from 306th only) e 2

DA 33009

HALENE\LE‘:.F LE!I

oM /P, 0O BOX 1304 [

ro: EI_GHTH AR F'DHCEEEU_NI i

TED REGISTRATION FORM TO:

— —

— e — fp—

SEND PAYMENTS & COMPLE

calibrated and your free air thermometers must be calupmted. AIIBoft itfh:z
things require work and worry and nobody’s going to do it for you- H A all
don't do it, your bombs are going to miss the target and as a re gult we wtl:| =
find ourselves going back time and again to targets which should have be
obliterated the first time across.

{d) In addition to your other responsibilities you have a great T ;
to your fellow crew members, to the people who fly in the formation with you.
Qur tactics are sound, they were evolved by the cruel trial and error method.
Our mistakes were paid for with the lives of many of our best friends, but _wa
have evolved a system of attacking our targets with very little loss. The Eaﬂtmlﬂ'
plan is based on having a certain number of planes in a certain position in a big
formation. It is the system of all around defense and no enemy airplane can
approach our formation from any direction without having at least 35 .50
calibre machine guns staring him right in the face and within effective range.
This means that when you take off to fill a position in a formation it 18
assumed that you are going to defend your assigned sector all the way to and
from the target. If, for any reason, you do not maintain your position in the
formation you are exposing the rest of the faormation to an avenue of easy
attack and you are reducing the fire power of the formation by approximately
10 percent. We don't want you to take a bad airplane into enemy terrtory, but
we do want you to keep your airplane in good shape and not to abort unless
yvou have serious trouble.

(5) Conclusion: All this sounds like a big ord& and it is a'brg order, but if vou
will look around and investigate the functioning of the old combat crew
members who have survived the experimental stage when losses wera
naturally heavy you will see that the broad principles laid down in this
pamphlet are those which were evolved over a period of time as the only ones
which are effective in this theater. Your flight commander, your operations
officer and the air executive are all available to help you with any problem you
might have. The door to the Group Commander's Office is always open, We
will see that the facilities are made available to you in order that you may
accomplish everything that is necessary. In return we expect you to put in a
working day of ten (10) or twelve {12} hours when you work. You will be given
enough time off to get ample relaxation. We have a good many parties and a
lat of fun but at reveille the next moming everybody gets up, goes 1o work and
works hard until the work is done. Good luck to you and we are expecting a lot
of help from you.

responsibility

4th REUNION - 8th AIR FORCE . . .
WASHINGTON, D.C. 19-220CT.’78

EIGHTH AIR FORCE REUNION RESERVATION FORM_
PLEASE PRINT 3(36 r-:-""

Wil
NAME(S) Vit 1 v GHUUF___-&&'

{PLEASE PARINT NAMES AS THEY SHOULD A;FEAFI O NAM_E TAGS)
ADDHESS

TEL. ¢ 1 __HAFHS MEMBERSHIP # EXP, DATE
ADVANCE RESERVATION FORM |must be received in Hallandale, Florida before 1 October 1978).

A. ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE (over 18 yrs) S5 per person 5
{nan-refundable)
WOTE: Reg. Fee 37 per person after 30 September.

B. '"EARLY BIRD RALLY PACKAGE' {Thursday arrival)
Includes hotel room, 19 0ct., meals & events for Thurs. evening,

Fri. morning & afternoon as listed in program, page 11. Prices

incl. B% city tax, 16% waitertip, and sightseeing tax & tip
One Person {Single Room) 5 60.00 & o
Two Persons (Twin Room) (545 x 2] % 9000 5

C. '"REUNION PROGRAM PACKAGE" (Begins Friday Evenina)
includes hotel room, 20 & 21 Oct., meals & events for Friday
evening, Sat. & Sun, as listed in program page 11. Price incl.
9 city tax, 16% waiter tip, and sightseeing tax & tip.
One Person {Single Room) $139.00 5 P

Two Persons {Twin Room) (5108 x 2) $218.00 %

TOTAL WASHINGTON ACCOUNT ==========
(Full payment dug with Reservation form) g

PUERTO RICO FRIENDSHIP HOLIDAY {22—26 Oct. '78)
Includes round-trip, economy class airfare Baltimore/San Juan
(Note: $164 airfare per person incl. in package)”,

Four nights/Five days. All services, events & hotel room as
listed in program, page 12.

Cine Person (Single Room) 36400 5 -
Twi Persons {Twin Room) (52098 x 2| ¢$50600 5 - 0
Three Persons {Twin Room) (5287 x 3) sgei1o0 S, .
.S, Exit Tax 53 + $2.20 San Juan Fuel Surcharge: —

' $5.20 per persan T vy

* Airfare subject to change.

PUERTO RICO TOUR COST 5
DEPOSIT PER PERSON $50 x __ Persons §
AMOUNT DUE NOT Lﬂ.TI_EH THAN 22 SEPTEMBER 1978 5



